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East coast
may be hit
by second
flood wave

WARNING: Four states could face the brunt

KUALA LUMPUR

SECOND wave of floods is
expected to hit the east
coast in the third weck of

December, the Malaysian Meteo-
rological Department said yester
day.

Its central forecast division di
rector, Muhammad Hel
mi Abdullah, said there
would be a series of heavy
rainfall between the third
week of December and
February, next year.

He said the second
wave of floods would like-
ly hit Pahang, Tereng
ganu, Kelantan and Jo
haor.

The prolonged heavy
rainfall, he sald, would coincide
with the presence of the full moon
on Dec 17, which would result in
unusually high tides

“Heavy rainfall is common dur-
ing the monsoon season, but it is
the combination of high rtides
and strong winds that cause se
vere flooding in flood prone ar
eas.”

He advised the public to be on

FLOOD HAVOC

alert and keep themselves updated
with the latest developments to
ensure they were prepared.

National Security Council sec
retary Datuk Mohamed Thajudeen
Abdul Wahab said alerts would be
sent oul to government agencies,
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and volunteers to be pre
pared for the second
wave of floods.

“We have to prepare
food supplies and other
relief items.”

Thajudeen sald vari
ous NGOs and govern-
ment agencies, includ-
ing police, Rela and Civil
Defence Department,
would be notified to pre-
pare the relief items, in-
cluding dry food.

Meanwhile, Helmi said the sec
ond wave of floods would be
caused by “monsoon surges”
(strong bursts of cold air from
Siberia),

“Cold air will flow out of Siberia
towards the coastal waters of Chi-
na before heading towards the
peninsula.

“Winds from the Pacific will

\

Fire and Rescue Department personnel helping to evacuate Gracie Low, 51. who suffers from kidney failure
to hospital after floods in Kampung Mok Chili, Chukal in Kemaman yesterday. Pic by Yusmalzi Karim

combine with the northeasterly
winds, creating rain clouds which
will bring about heavy rainfall.”

He said there may be two more
widespread flooding episodes In
January and February next year
due to heavy rainfall.

He said the east coast of Sabah
and west and central Sarawak may
be affected by the rainfall next
year.

On the worsening flood situation
every year, he said it was because
of “extreme weather” conditions.

“We have not seen notable
changes in the amount of rainfall
in Malaysia. The more severe
thunderstorms and rainfall these
days could be due to climate
change.”

Helmi said the department
would issue an advisory on the
level of warning (yellow, orange or

red) should there be prolonged
heavy rainfall.

The yellow alert is to make peo-
ple aware of the weather condition
and to take preventive action.

The orange alert implies that
floods are already occurring and to
warn those in affected areas to
prepare to act if the situation wors
ens

The red alert is issued when
there is severe weather and major
floods.

Helmi added that these warn
ings were only based on the rain
fall partern and not on the severity
of flood conditions.

He said there had been two
episodes of heavy rainfall so far.

The first occurred between Nov
18 to 22 and the second ended on
Thursday.

“After the first period of heavy

rainfall, the river levels rose, lead-
ing to a yellow alent in Kelantan
and Terengganu. )

“The second episode was quite
severe because it occurred togeth
er with high tides.”

He said there were many factors
that caused floods.

“The first wave was due 1o the
presence of a new moon, high tides
and strong winds that pushed the
sea water up to the shores.

“The strong northeasterly mon
soon winds over the South China
Sea pushed the sea water, causing
it o rise to its highest level, cov
ering much of the shore and into
the river mouth and this caused
the water to overflow.”

This, together with high tides,
worsened the condition as the wa-
ter could not flow out into the river
and sea, he added.
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Mangsa Banjir Meningkat Sedikit Di Johor,
Tiga Pusat Dibuka Semula

JOHOR BAHARU, 6 Dis (Bernama) -- Jumlah mangsa banjir yang dipindahkan di Johor
meningkat sedikit Jumaat malam berbanding sebelah petang apabila daerah Pontian membuka
tiga pusat pemindahan bagi menempatkan 391 mangsa.

Pusat-pusat yang dibuka semula itu ialah Surau Tampuk Laut Benut, Dewan Haji Arshad dan
Balai Raya Parit Stan.

Menurut Portal Majlis Keselamatan Negara, daerah-daerah lain yang masih ada pusat
pemindahan banjir pada pukul 9 malam ialah Batu Pahat (436 mangsa); Kota Tinggi (145
mangsa); Segamat (527 mangsa) dan Ledang (lapan mangsa), menjadikan keseluruhan mangsa
adalah 1,507 orang berbanding 1,071, di sebelah petang.

Jabatan Meteorologi dalam laman webnya lewat petang mengeluarkan amaran ribut petir bagi
Segamat, Ledang, Muar, Batu Pahat dan Kluang serta dijangka berlaku sehingga tengah malam.

--BERNAMA
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Gempa Bumi Sederhana Landa Halmahera,
Indonesia

KUALA LUMPUR, 7 Dis (Bernama) -- Gempa bumi sederhana berukuran 5.2 pada skala
Richter menggegarkan Halmahera, Indonesia pada 7.54 pagi Sabtu.

Menurut kenyataan Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia, gempa bumi itu berpusat di 33km dari
utara Ternate, Indonesia dan 1,054km di tenggara Semporna, Sabah.

Bagaimanapun, gempa itu tidak membawa ancaman tsunami.

-- BERNAMA
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Amaran Hujan Lebat Di Pahang

KUALA LUMPUR, 7 Dis (Bernama) -- Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia pada Sabtu
mengeluarkan amaran hujan lebat peringkat jingga di beberapa kawasan di Pahang yang
dijangka berterusan sehingga pagi Ahad.

Menurut kenyataan jabatan itu, hujan sekejap-sekejap kadangkala sederhana dijangka berlaku di
beberapa daerah di Pahang iaitu Kuantan, Pekan, Rompin, Temerloh, Bera dan Maran.

"Keadaan itu akan menyebabkan banjir di kawasan yang berkedudukan rendah," menurut
kenyataan itu.

-- BERNAMA



